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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

Soziologie. Positive Lehre von den menschlichen Wechselbeziehungen. Von 
Gustav Ratzenhofer. Leipsic: Brockhaus, 1907. Pp. 231, 

General Ratzenhofer's Soziologie has been published by his son in a post- 
humous edition. The General himself may be remembered by many Ameri- 
cans who met him at the Scientific Congress in St. Louis. He was invited 
here on that occasion as a representative of sociology, but was not permitted 
to reach home alive. He died while on his return journey, October 8, 1904. 
In the meantime his son has published a little volume which contains the 
General's views on sociology. It treats first of the elements of sociological 
science, man's relation to his environment, the period of social development, 
social relations, and the origin of social institutions. In the second chapter 
the author discusses the factors of social development, geological conditions 
and the inherited dispositions of man, the significance of race and the relation 
of the races among themselves, traditional degeneration, the struggle for 
existence, and the significance of the leading ideas in different ages. The 
third chapter is devoted to social functions, to economy and politics. It con- 
tains a criticism of the program of the Social Democrats, explains the policy 
of power upon which the State is founded, the relation of religion to politics, 
and the private life of individuals. The fourth chapter treats of family, of 
race affiliation such as Judaism, and of class affiliation such as aristocracy, 
which constitute the ideas of nation and society. The fifth chapter deals with 
the principles of social development, individualism and socialism. It dis- 
cusses integration and differentiation, progress and retrogression, liberty and 
compulsion, equality and authority, and finally the principles of the social 
order. So far General Ratzenhofer has considered the theories of sociology; 
the last two chapters are devoted to their practical application. Chapter 
six discusses the influence of individuals upon the social development, and 
chapter seven enters into some practical problems, such as the relation of the 
sexes, state hygiene, the problem of law and its practice, the executive power 
of State and army. He investigates minutely the principle of militarism and 
favors a diminution of the military burden. Finally he. touches upon political 
economy, and his concluding words express his prospects of the future. 

In the Preface General Ratzenhofer's son briefly sketches the life of his 
father, who was born in Vienna, July 4, 1842. His great-grandfather had 
been a locksmith in Donauworth, afterward removing to Vienna. His grand- 
father was distinguished by his fondness for thinking and inventing. He had 
constructed an artificial astronomical clock and could never liberate himself 
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from the hope of perfecting a perpetuum mobile. The father of our author 
was a typical son of Vienna. He loved music and society, but was at the same 
time a good business man. The son, later Lieutenant General Ratzenhofer, 
our author, inherited the temperament of both his father and grandfather. 
He could be very jolly, and at the same time he was thoughtful and exact in 
his work. His mother died at an early age, and so Dr. Ratzenhofer, the 
editor, knows very little of her family. Our author grew up under very diffi- 
cult conditions. His father had died when he was still at a tender age, and 
he entered the army as a cadet, but he had a hard time. His pay was small, 
and yet he needed money to keep up appearances required by the social de- 
mands of his position. He studied and worked with great diligence, and 
finally was appointed a lieutenant in 1864. The Austrian wars in 1866 against 
Prussia and the Bosnian occupation ( 1878) passed by without any significance 
in his career because he was still in an inferior position. Gradually, however, 
he became known, mainly through his literary work, and when he had reached 
his thirty-third year he entered the general staff, which was the beginning of 
a more successful career. He married Fraulein Marie von Herget, and his 
married life was to the very end a happy one. In 1898 he was relieved of his 
command of a brigade in Lemberg, and appointed President of the military 
courts of justice, in which high position, however, he did not find the satis- 
faction which he had expected. His juridical work was not to his liking, for 
his sympathies and the emotions of his heart were tied down by definite legal 
forms and regulations which he felt to be a very unwelcome restriction. In 
consequence of a conflict which he had upon a question of principle, he quitted 
active service and retired from the army. He accepted the invitation which 
was tendered him in 1904 to attend the Scientific Congress at St. Louis, but 
this journey was the conclusion of his life. He had not enjoyed a regular 
scientific education, but had acquired his scientific knowledge by private study, 
and yet he distinguished himself to a considerable degree mainly in the field 
of sociological questions. It is especially remarkable that he, as an Austrian 
and a man of military education, attained to a liberal view of conditions and 
roused the interest even of students outside the borders of his country. 
Nevertheless we find that his views are greatly adapted to Austrian conditions, 
and many of his opinions would be unintelligible unless we bear in mind the 
conditions in the development of Austria, such as the overwhelming demands 
of the Hungarians, the clannishness of the Jews, and the complications which 
the Roman Church caused in the economy of the Austrian government. 
Though many may regard his views as based on prejudice, Austrians perhaps 
will recognize in them the expression of a liberal minded man whose views 
are mainly formed by the social conditions of the Austrian empire. 



Philo. Par L'Abbe Jules Martin. Paris: Alcan, 1907. Pp. 301, Price, 5 fr. 
Jules Martin, a Roman Catholic Abbot, has written a splendid book on 
Philo which bids fair to eclipse everything else that has been done in this line. 
The Abbot is well familiar with patristic literture and can speak with author- 
ity. He goes over the whole field by telling first the life of Philo, and dis- 
cussing the works he has written, their authenticity, their date, their subjects, 
etc. He then explains the ideas of inspiration, the allegorizing tendency 



